x                                       Foreword

Save for a brief discussion of the human (or inhuman)
uses of atomic energy which will be found in the ap-
pendix, we shall be satisfied here with these few facts
concerning the liberation of atomic energy by man, since
after all this book is devoted mainly to the problems of
stellar evolution and to the role of subatomic energy in
cosmic phenomena.

GEORGK GAMOW
September 23,, 1945